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September 20, 2025

Italian American Civil Rights League
66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, New York 11379

Council Member Bob Charland
Pittsburgh City Council

414 Grant Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Re: Immediate Action Required — Illegal “Oakland DIY Skate Park” in Panther
Hollow

Dear Council Member Charland,

This letter follows my correspondence of September 2, 2025, in which I urged you—on
behalf of the Panther Hollow community—to take immediate action against the unlawful
occupation and construction occurring in what is now being called the “Oakland DI'Y
Skate Park.” At that time, I proposed reasonable alternatives to resolve the matter without

litigation.

Since then, the violations have escalated. Over ten yards of concrete have been poured
into the park in direct contravention of City law. Specifically:

- No permits were obtained, as required the Pittsburgh Code.

- No inspections were conducted, as mandated under City building and safety regulations.



- No notice was provided to residents, a violation of due process obligations when
altering public space.

- No authorization was granted by City Council beyond the limited Resolution 2025-
1807, which permitted a symbolic renaming only. That resolution conveyed no legal
rights to engage in construction or exclusive occupation of public land.

The result is that a small, self-appointed group has effectively seized public property and
converted it to their private use. This is not an “informal community project.” It is an
illegal construction site operating without permits, licenses, or legal authority.

As a Council Member, you are obligated to enforce the City’s zoning and permitting
laws. If the City fails to act, it will not merely be turning a blind eye to unlawful
conduct—it will be complicit in it. The failure to enforce City code and related provisions
exposes the City to potential litigation and liability, including claims for unequal
enforcement of the law and deprivation of community use rights.

If you do not act, the residents of Panther Hollow will be forced to pursue judicial
remedies. That process will compel disclosure of city records, correspondence, and
internal communications regarding this unlawful construction. It will also drain City
resources—resources that could instead be directed toward lawful improvements that
serve the entire community, such as a renovated playground, bocce courts, and multi-use

recreation areas.

The choice before you is clear: uphold the law, protect the rights of your constituents, and
restore fairness to Panther Hollow—or allow an illegal takeover to stand and accept the
legal, political, and financial consequences.

We remain willing to work with you toward a constructive solution that respects both the
law and the community. I can be reached at my Office — (619) 236-1704; Cell - (619)
889-8467; or Email — anthonycolombolegal @gmail.com.

Respectfully,

(A4 Z
Anthony E. Colombo, Jr., Esq.
Board Member

Italian American Civil Rights League





